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Pilot Finally Can Tell of Impossible Jump
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By BOB THOMAS
Arizona Daily Star Writer
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Nole had 2 second IIne of do-€anopy handles Which Jettison _“Normally, the valve was oo]
fense when the cockpit pressurejthe canopy. .’ . ‘. ' . ‘the left side tucked into the]
fell — his- gkin-tight, especially| Now the plane “was - upside crease between the thigh and

down again. _.Nole;st;« ate it when I

. a8 the Air Force is concerned,
U2 pllet Col. Jack Nole, 43, is
alive throtigh an act of God.
That is the only way it can’
explain his survival when his
U2 disintegrated more than 10
miles above Southwest Texas.
Nole's parachute jump brought:
about an ejection seat for Uls,’
1 a betterdesigned parachute, im-'
provement of oxygen supply
equipment and allied items, and
triggered new research into high
altitude bailouts. ;
Nole is-now deputy command-
er for maintenance of the 4080th
strategic (U2) wing at Ravis.
.| Monthan Air Force base.

| pilot flying out of Laughlin Air
| Force Base, Del Rio, Tex. At
"| that time the U2s were one of
the Air Force's most closely
guarded secrets. Nothing leaked
out about his fantastic jump
from 53,000 feet. Only recently
was Nole given permission to
reveal the details of what hap-!
pened six years ago.
| At 3:15 p.m. 25 miles from
Del Rio, and 53,000 feet up,
Nole’s U2 suddenly developed
|electrical troubles.. The plane
* Inosed over and began tumbling
through the sky, The tail
snapped of at the fuselage.
Had Only Seconds
. Nole says he knew he had
ust seconds to squeeze out of
he narrow cockpit before the
lane broke up. - ‘
He;ﬁ. shut off the jet engine
is canceled the cockpit pres-
ure system.
At 53,000 feet the air {s so
thin as to be unbreatheable.
Lack of ground level pressures
Can cause an unprotected man’s,
blood to boil and his organs,
ch as heart and lungs, to ex-
lode. !

" left hand flicked the switches

On Sept. 25, 1957, he was a .

TITted pressura Suit.
The suit automatlcally bal-

head slammed into the' canopy Was going end over end with the

the cfanopy loos.g.‘rlpplng':me . “The wvalve is green. The
plexiglass, ,. A messl}rehsult is green. The In-
“At that time T thought thefide o the cockpit is green. Try
canopy- had fallen away as if100king for a little green doo-
was supposed to,” he said, “We d8d in green atmosphere some-

didn't deduce until after the'ime: S
By bailing out without his

wreckage was found that it wag™
emergency oxygen firned on,

butfc_urtal-led his movements:
making them slow and robot-

e, -
As the U2 flipped over, Nole's

that ‘dropped the landing gear
and extended the dive brakes.
This, he hoped, would slow thefmy head that provided the im- ¢
plane's increasing speed enough|ipetus to knock off the canopy.*Nole had perhaps three minutes|
to permit him to ball out. At! This was a time when every Of air left. .
that time the U2 had no ejec-|second seemed an eternity. Nole, .7ere were two choices.
tion seat. . said it seemed to take forever' He could make a free fali to
Nole decided to wait until thelto extricate himself from the{“’o‘,}o feet where his parachute’
plane was upside down againjplane. A later examination of had been pre-set to open auto-,
so that gravity would help pull{his recorded radio messages matically. |
him from the cockpit. showed it took him only about But it.would take more than
If the plane was going down|30 seconds from the time of the three minutes to fall that far.
too fast, the slipstream would)electrical malfunction to the [ Would be unconscious when
become an invisible wall that||time he cleared the cockpit.  ‘he ‘chute opened. There was a

would pin the pilot inside the 1good chance he'd be dead when!
cockpit.p P Still Not Clear the- reached the ground, suffo-'

“I couldn’t see the tail, but 1| But Nole still wasn't clear ofl‘cated In the vacuum of his pres-|
assumed that it broke off about|the plane. :  sure suit. "o _
the time I was hitting the| His seat pack, containing a, “The suit is- made to force
awitches. wide variety of survival equip- oxygen into 3'9\1 under pres-;

“All this time T was talking| Ment snagged on the:cockpit sure,” he sald™“It is not like;
on the radio o my mobile ledge. The slipstream banged br.eathh‘ng air on the ground. in
ground  control, telling them'his, body against the fuselage./the suit, If you open  your
what was happening. Some of “There I was, bent over back-{mouth, oxygen flows in and you
my conversation was clear, wards against the fuselage, and,have to make an effort to ex-
some garbled because when the the plane golng end over end. Ilgale;' Lo
plane would turn upside down could see the horizon coming! ““If I was unconsclous when
my héad would hit the canopy!UP 28ain and I knew the plane|the ‘chute opened, I would not
and I'd be head down with my| %88 coming right side up for the'be .able to open the face plate
windpipe pinched. ,; third time, .of my helmet and breathe nat-

“T told the ground that T did', 1 Was afraid the plane might urally. The suit is made to hold
not have elther elevator or ryd-| Preak up completely at any air Inside, not to let it fn from
der control and that my plan o time. I knew I beiter be free the surrounding atmosphere.” ]
was tumbling. ’ i when this happened. - The second cholce was equal-,
" “Mobile control said- ‘Baiﬂ “l thrashed around, kicked ly frightening. i

and pulled and finally came He could immediately open'

“Hell,” T said. “‘vou don't free. If.you don’t think you find his parachute, find the emer-i
have to ‘ell me that" some hidden strength at a time,gency oxygen valve, and let the;
! like that, you ought to have life-giving oxygen into the suit

Nole made a quick disconnect! : " ‘from i
of the oxygen tubes. The radno@‘been in my place. ' : 8 supply strappd to his
wires to his pressure suit were: 17€ tumbling plane’s centrif-leg. 4

clicked off. The heat wires o U831 force actually lofted Nole

his glass face plate were cut] 2W3Y from the 'plane.

off. The seat safety helt and his’ Nole was free, but still ln:
shoulder harness vs"ere released. : ?J::gf:elcog‘:lr;g:; 'th«Ian t:ﬁ; glgog;'
H 1, 8 1
Reaching up he unlocked the leave the cockpit, he couldn't!
find the tiny ball valve that
turns on the built-in emergency
supply of oxygen to his pres-

sure suit. .

out, bail out.’”
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